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Why we should catch problems early

●Retractions are not good for publishers
○Nor for authors, institutions, or funders
●So we want to catch problems at submission
○ and before peer review
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What to look for
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Authors

●Do they exist?
●Previous retractions
● Frequency of publications
●Do co-authors match expertise
●Topics of previous publications
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Affiliations

●Do they exist?
●What is annual work output?
●Number of retractions
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Text body

●Plagiarism
●Tortured phrases
●Missing citations to references
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References

●Any retracted?
●Refs citing other retracted references?
●Are references relevant to article?
●High level of citation to one author
●Too high or too low self-citations
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Images

●Duplications within & across articles
●Manipulations





3500 animations
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River Valley’s advantages

● In composition for 35 years
○…we know content, inc. complex STM
●Award winning, submission platform
○ ISMTE innovation award
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Other checks via submission system

●Check against ROR and Ringgold, etc
●Emails not matching affiliations
●Suspicious IP addresses
○ e.g. reviewer same IP as author!
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River Valley’s expertise

●Data extraction from manuscripts
●Award winning submission platform
●Single dashboard view of all RI results
●Experts in checking image manipulation
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